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imdia’s Fripvo Mirndster Npropsdra Maodi inaugeratos on Wednesday the BAFS Mindu Mandirim Aoy Dabl, the inrpest Windw termplo In the URE &V

Sanjay Kumnr fea Cel

Indlia’s Primee: Minister
Naremdra Modl on Wednesday

inangurated the first Hindu
temiple I Abo Dihabd,

Developed in the desert on 25
acres. the BAPS Himndu Manidir
slancds off the maim hishway

Mrkdng Abw Crisabd to Dabal. Tt has
been constructed from more than
25000 pleces of pink sancstonse
from Rajasithan, and whiie ltalian
marhle carves] by artisaies in [adia
anid assembled in the UAE.

Modi armived 2t the =ite an
Windnesday afternoen to periorm
consccbion  ritoals  with  the
Eemphe’s pricsis.

Hollyvwwoond sbars, inctudime actog
Akshiay Bumar and singer Shankar
Mahadevan, and members of
the Inddian diaspora i the UAE
rathered at the HAPS Hindo
Manclir towilhiess Lhs ceremmsony.

The temple was il by BAPS,
or Hochasanwasi Akshar Purush-
otfanm SWarminaravamn SaTestln
— a Hindu organdzatiom beadiguaar-

e I Modi™=  lbome  SCEle
of CGigarat,
Mavdeep Sun, whe served as

CULTURAL DIPLOMACY

India’s PM inaugurates Abu
Dhabi's first Hindu temple

BAPS Hindu Mandir is also the first UAE temple built using traditional techniques

Indiz’s ambassabar to the LAS
froem 20068 (o BIS  old Arab
Mews that the iInmuparation of the
lemple marked a “key milesfomse™
i Tncdia's ties with the UAE e
Mocli's leadership.

“Ir was In August 2005 thist be
male his frst visl to the Golf

TIaAt B the firsf by an Indian
Prime Minisler since  nalim
Gandhi in 1981, The hdilateral

arnida was wile-ranmnre and sed
the ol for 4 traly rensark-
ahle traneformation in [ndia's thes
with the UAE” he sail.

“Sadi ml=so gsed the It
nity to pul in a reques! for the
allocatson of Eand for a Hincs
femple that would meet the long-
standing relEfoas and spart ezl
neecs of 4 large section of the 5.5
midllken-strong Inddan community
im the DIALES

Thee lamel was dotiated v the
L'AE povernment and the temple's
Frousdbreakine ook place in
gta g 1Y the: yvear which the TAE
obseryest ax the Year of Tolerance.

Hidmae 10 th largest pespalateen
of Indian citizens owisicle Ladia,
the UAE opemed bis first Hinduo
lempde in Disladd im the 1950k
Soevernl more were bt sinee

then, bat this one i Abu THahi
I8 the first Bkl a=inE tracditional
|-:'|'|'II'|i||LI|':-..

[l ix akso the BErpest and can host
L B 10 RO e,

the iemples construction
rmeflects a “success ol [xlia’s
cultural cdipbomacy™ gl e
LAE= “respect for all religions”
stronline o Anil Tripunayat,
Iormer dplomaet and a  disgin
rriishesd Feldow at the Yivekananda

[nternatiimal  Foumsdatson  18knk
Lamvk in New Dielhd,

FASTFACT

It is the large=st and can host
up to 10,000 people.

*The temple is slgnificant os b
meels the aspirations of L5 mallion
[ndians sorling i UAE,” e sxid

*Temples and places of worship
mleo B as anchors ol e sell and
de io that it is very imporiant ™

For Mudkhesir Quamar, associale
prodfessor x ihie Conder for Wesi
Asian Slhudies 2 Jawaharial Nehm

Dhuiversity In Delbl, thwe  femmgpbe
alwer sbusys India’s prodwing culturil
redations with the Guif region

“Through culioral diplomacy,
India has worked towakd ganing
greaier intemational recognition
and sLates,” hwe sakl

“The inanguration of the BAFS
trmpe anderdines conlinoous
cfforts  towards promsstion  of
India’s soft power”

The maugmiration of the temple
parks Modi's seventh officil visit
in the Gulf state, clurang whibch hee
witnessedl the signimg of multiple
mneTseramks in the aress of clieiial
mfrastrciure, mvestmenl,
ehectmcily  Dvlercommeclion  and
rrache

The prme  mamster was
weloomed in Abuw Dhabl by UAE
President Sheikh Mohamesd bin
Lfayedl AFNahvan on Tuorsday,
and i) Wedmesclay WS
reccived oy UAE Priime Minaster
Sheikh Molammed bin Rashid
Al-Maktoum as poest ol homor at
the World Geevernments Somamit
2025 i Dbl

The visit highlights the robust
divelopanenl Wi | UAE-Imbian
relatloms in the past fow vesrs
under Modi’s keadership.

In MK, the countries signed a
Frewe -Irade dead aimed ab doalaling
their bilateral irsde to $E00 billion,



